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By Meg Wall-Wild

BB rand Marshal Christine Bark-
% dult was born to ranch, greet-
ing the world for the first
. time in 1948. Her grandfather
Uo:mrn the Bar W in Hydesville from
the Weizel family in'1944. She loved
herding cattle and riding the high ridg-
es above Ferndale, where she could
see the ocean. She was in her element
it the saddle, too. Christine rode off
with the title of Best Junior Cowgirl in
the 1956 Fortuna Rodeo Parade. Nine
years later, she was named a rodeo
theme girl, like a rodeo queen, just not
a registered official one.

Barkdull absorbed all she could
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about the family ranch. “I always knew
 was going to run it. | had it in my
heart,” she m.w<m. She graduated from
Fortuna High School alongside four
classmates who started school with
her at Bridgeville Elementary. She
attended California Polytechnic State
University-San Luis- Obispo, earning a
degree in agricultural business manage-
meént. The Bar W was always in the
back of her mind.

After graduation, Barkdull could
not find a job in her field so she
worked for the IRS before heading
back to Humboldt. The Bar W was
not ready for her just yet. Never one
to sit still, Christine taught at then

Continued on page 16
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A young Christine Barkdull'in her role as 21965 rodeotheme girl.
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